
DESIGN

£69

£59

£39

Soft & sumptuous

FROM
BANGLADESH

EXTRA-LARGE
(Kingsize) 225x220cm
including 2 plain pillowcases

DOUBLE
200x200cm
including 2 plain pillowcases

SINGLE
200x135cm
including 1 plain pillowcase

UK DELIVERY £3.50 PER ORDER

PURE
COTTON
DUVET
COVERS

SHOP WITH US ONLINE;
ON THE A44 IN WOODSTOCK
OR  01608 811811

See more (plus other choices)
at Onevillage.com
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‘Is not life more than food 
and the body more than 
clothing?’

Reflection
Hope in the midst of despair

Exactly forty years ago the mobile 
phone was invented by an 
American, Martin Cooper. They 
took a little while to catch on 

in Britain, but when they did it was like 
a pandemic. Nowadays you can’t get on 
a train or a bus or walk down the street 
without seeing them in use - people 
apparently talking to themselves, but 
actually conversing with an invisible 
friend or colleague. Virtually everybody’s 
got one - nowadays, with all their 
sophisticated variants, iphones, tablets 
and so on.

     

The secret of their success, I reckon, 
is that they tap into an absolutely 
fundamental human need: to talk. The 
toddler can’t wait to talk, and parents 
can’t wait for those amazing first words. 
Trying to stop people talking is like 
trying to dam a mountain stream - ask 

an infant school teacher! A survey 
last year asked people to say what was 
the last thing they would give up in a 
recession, and the top answer was “my 
mobile phone.” Texting, networking, 
keeping up with friends or just totally 
meaningless chatter (‘Hello, I’m on the 
train’), we just can’t stop talking. 

     Far from being an odd thing, this 
is actually entirely natural. Like the 
Creator in whose image we are made, we 
are communicating beings. We believe 
in a God who speaks. Indeed, the first 
recorded activity of God in the Bible was 
to speak: “God said, ‘Let there be light’.” 
Jesus is called “the Word”. 
    Every moment of the human story is 
illuminated by speech. Just look at the 
Gospel accounts of the resurrection to 
see how the Easter story is built of utterly 
memorable sayings: “He is not here, he 
is risen” (Matthew), “Why do you look 
for the living among the dead?” (Luke), 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid him” 

and, most memorably, the one word 
“Mary” (John). 
     When we ask “What’s in a word?”, 
the answer is there: everything. We 
remember words long after they were 
spoken, for good or ill. Physical wounds 
heal, but the memory of an unkind or 
bitter word lingers for a life-time. At 
the same time, a few words of love or 
comfort or understanding will never be 
forgotten: “I love you”, “Forgive me”, 
“I’m home!”, “Don’t cry, mummy’s 
here”. It can even be a single word, 
which simply changes everything: 
“Sorry”. If that’s what one human word 

can do, then in the midst of all our 
chattering on Mr Cooper‘s invention 
perhaps we need to remember that our 
very salvation depends on the divine 
word. As Jesus put it, “One does not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God”.

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Advisor on evangelism, 
former BBC head of religious affairs, 
a broadcaster and the author of many 
books. See www.davidwinter-author.
co.uk  

Thought for 
the Month
By David Winter

What’s in a Word?

I once helped an artist friend 
take some of his pieces to an art 
exhibition.  As I was putting them 
in the back of the car, he made 
helpful remarks: “Make sure,” he 

said “that if you leave them around, they 
don’t put them in the log basket.”  Those 
warnings had some point, because the 
pieces certainly did look like lumps of 
wood and that is because they were lumps 
of wood.  We now have one of those 
lumps; it sits in a place of honour, close 
to the front door.  To see something of its 
significance, you have to be aware of the 
stages it has gone through.  The tree is 
cut into a block of wood; seen from one 
angle, it might well go into a log basket.  
Then the front is carved, invitingly 
but nevertheless dark.  Then when the 
triptych (for that is what it is) opens, its 
full glory is revealed, for there suddenly 

is light and pattern, perspective and grain 
in what had been mere wood.  It is a real 
surprise of nature.  
     The greatest drawback of all the talk 
– too much talk - which flows out of Holy 
Week (walking with Jesus, following in 
the way of the Cross) is that we cannot 
recapture the full horror of the first 
holy week.  Whatever the teachings of 
Jesus, the disciples (being human and 
confused) at that time had no light at the 
end of the tunnel.  They really were in 
the situation of many of those who can 
see absolutely no hope in their particular 
state today.  The hollow despair of Good 
Friday gets unhelpfully spiritualised, 
at least in part because we know about 
Easter Day.  
     Good Friday is an entity.  It is where 
much of the world is and where many 

people are.  It is also where the first 
followers of Jesus were.

       

 
    

The Saturday of Holy Week is an entity 
too: dark and not really helped by all the 
(necessary!) decorative preparations.  I 
like the story of the assembly in a good 
Christian school where the cheery vicar 
goes through the week with questions 
about each of the significant days: What 
happened on Palm Sunday…on the 
Thursday…on the Friday?  Hands went 
up; the right answers were duly given, to 

general satisfaction among the staff.  On 
the Saturday?  Silence for a time, then 
a hand eventually cautiously goes up.  
Yes?  “Jesus went to see his friend Judas.”  
There’s theology for you.  

     
And as we prance ahead to the triumph 
of Easter, the new life needs to be 
bracketed with what went before.  It 
is a surprise, but made of ultimate 
significance only when, as it were, 
hyphenated with the rest of Holy 
Week.  That is why Edwyn Hoskyns and 
Noel Davey wrote the book Crucifixion-
Resurrection.  The title contains an 
essential hyphen.  Hoskyns had been a 
chaplain in the first world war, so he knew 
something about Good Friday and he had 
learned that Easter Day does not provide 
easy answers.  Rather, it gives hope even 
in the midst of despair, perhaps especially 
in the midst of despair.  
     “Lord Christ who entered into 
triumph by the hard and lonely way 
of the Cross.  May your courage and 
steadfast loyalty, your unswerving 
devotion to the Father’s will, inspire and 
strengthen us to tread firmly and with 
joy the road which love bids us take.  We 
ask this for your sake who endured the 
Cross, despised the shame and so came to 
resurrection, even Christ our Lord.”

The Very Revd Christopher Lewis is the 
Dean of Oxford’s Christ Church Cathedral.

‘Easter Day does not 
provide easy answers.’

‘We cannot recapture the 
full horror of the f irst Holy 
Week’

‘Trying to stop people 
talking is like trying to dam 
a mountain stream.’

‘He is not here.  He 
is risen’
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News

Welcome to Pope 
Francis
The Bishop of Buckingham, Alan 
Wilson, has welcomed the new 
Pope, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio.            
   Bishop Alan said: “It is good to 
welcome Pope Francis, whether 
he’s taken the name of Francis 
Xavier the Missionary or the 
name of St Francis of Assisi, who 
the Lord called to rebuild his 
church which was in ruins. 
   “The Pope’s first greeting 
seemed to reflect calm, real 
street cred and simplicity 
of heart, and an instinct for 
mutuality that feels like good 
news. He has a strong record 
in pursuing justice and equality, 
too, sometimes through some 
very challenging political 
circumstances. People far 
beyond his own denomination 
will offer him their prayerful 

support .”

Archdeacon retires
THE Ven. 
Norman 
Russell, the 
Archdeacon 
of Berkshire 
has 
announced 
he will retire 
on 31 May. 
   A leaving service for 
Archdeacon Norman, who has 
been in the position for 15 years, 
will take place on 12 May at 
4.30pm at Reading Minster. For 
more details, see the May edition 
of the Door. 

Mainstream shops 
stock Jesus eggs
THE Bishop of Oxford has 
welcomed a move by Sainsbury 
and Tesco to stock the Real 
Easter Egg. 
   The mainstream stores will 
be stocking the Meaningful 
Chocolate Company’s Fairtrade 
egg with an Easter message for 
the first time this year. Bishop 
John said:  “I am absolutely 
delighted that the supermarkets 
have recognised the importance 
of the real Easter egg.  It’s 
wonderful to think that parents 
and grandparents will have 
the chance to buy an egg with 
a message from their local 
supermarket this Easter. My wife 
and I will certainly be giving them 
to our four grandchildren.”

Out of the Arc
OUT of the Arc is a new e- 
newsletter of resources and 
information for anyone involved in 
rural churches. 
It is published by the Arthur Rank 
Centre – a Christian charity 
serving rural churches and their 
communities. To sign up go to 
www.arthurrankcentre.org.uk. 

IN BRIEF‘Hey good looking - welcome to St Mark’s Dot Com’
THE headline above is the 
greeting that meets you on the 
home page of the website of 
one of Milton Keynes’s newest 
Christian communities, St Mark’s.  

   There the Sunday meetings 
do not involve formal worship 
and a group of committed 
people are working to provide 
hope in the quickly expanding 
Buckinghamshire city. The 
tagline at the bottom of the 
‘about’ page on the website 
states: “When everything else 
has faded away three things 
remain; Faith, Hope and Love.” 
(1. Corinithians 13, vs 13.)

   The Revd Paul Oxley, who 
leads St Mark’s, is a Milton 
Keynes bloke who moved away 
for university in 1998. He was 
inspired to set something up on a 
trip home to visit his mum while 
he was completing his curacy in 
London. He noticed large notice 
boards about the expansion of 
Milton Keynes, outlining plans 
for thousands of people to move 
to the city. 

“We started a conversation 
with Bishop Alan as to whether 
we’d be able to start a Christian 
community from scratch, 
focusing fully on meeting people 
outside of the mainstream 
Church,” says Paul. That was 
three years ago and since then 
Paul has moved back to Milton 

Keynes with his wife Laura and 
two-year-old daughter, Isabella. 
Together the family have worked 
to develop St Mark’s into a 
community of 25 to 30 people 
who meet regularly. 

Snowdome launch
The official launch of St 

Mark’s was with a carol service 
in the Cineworld – the same 
building that houses the famous 
MK Snowdome. The service 
attracted about 200 people. 

Sunday meetings take place 
in the Buzzy, a building that 
has previously been the 
Chicago’s nightclub and later 
the bus station. “Now a youth 
organisation runs it and they 
have various activities going on. 
We use it on a Sunday.

“Our aim is that if you are 
happy in the church you are 
going to we don’t want to take 
you away from that. We are 
trying to reach people who are 
not going to a church, who have 
maybe had bad experiences with 
church. Everyone has a need for 
faith and Jesus is for everyone. If 
we do something we feel will put 
people off we will scrap it.”

The Sunday meetings include 
muffins, crumpets, tea, coffee 
and the chance to hang out and 
deepen friendships. There is a 
separate prayer meeting each 
week, but the idea is that the 
Sunday meetings are completely 
accessible to all. 

Pub Alpha 
St Marks uses other venues 

too – a marriage course and an 
Alpha course have been held in 
the Slug and Lettuce pub and 
meetings regularly take place in 
people’s homes.

“We are building a community 
inspired by Acts 2: vs 42 to 47, 
meeting in each other’s homes, 
breaking bread together and 
sharing fellowship,” says Paul. 

This month the girls are 
planning a Bollywood night with 
a curry while the guys are going 
out for a Mexican meal. 

“Milton Keynes is a unique 
place. Eleven people move here 
every day and it is a unique place 
in that it does not work in the 

same way other cities do. 
“It can be hard to meet people 

because we don’t have normal 
streets so building community 
is a real key. Our aim is that 
as people discover faith they 
will find hope. We work with a 
couple of charities in the city 
because we want to help give 
hope to people that don’t have 
it. Milton Keynes has a young 
and vibrant population but is 
lower than average in church 
attendance. One in five children 
live below the breadline.”

By Jo Duckles

@See www.stmarksmk.com for 
more details. 

ONLINE

In the Holy Land
Eighty-five pilgrims 
from across the Oxford 
Diocese have returned 
from a memorable 
pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land, led by Bishops 
John, Colin and Andrew 
and Archdeacon Karen.
   The group spent ten 
days in Israel/Palestine, 
visiting the sites 
associated with the life 
and ministry of Jesus, 
and meeting some of 
the ‘living stones’ – the 
ever-shrinking Christian 
population of Palestine.       
   A smaller number 
continued over the border to Jordan to visit the remarkable 
archaeological site of Petra and the Biblical sites of the Dead 
Sea, Madaba and Mount Nebo.
   “The highlight for me was meeting some of the very 
remarkable Christians who are keeping the faith alive in 
hospitals, schools and regeneration projects, as well as in the 
churches themselves,” said Bishop Colin.
   “They are under tremendous pressure economically and 
socially at present and their numbers are diminishing as 
many migrate abroad but it was wonderful to see their faith 
shining through in the midst of everything, whether in Nablus, 
Bethlehem or Jerusalem itself.”
   The pilgrimage comes towards the end of Bishop John’s 
study leave. His return is timed to include the enthronement of 
the new Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Chrism Mass and 
visit of the Queen to distribute the Maundy money in Oxford 
in Holy Week. You can find out all about the pilgrimage online 
here: oxfordholylandpilgrimage2013.blogspot.co.uk

400 year wait for new facilities

LEGEND suggests that William 
Shakespeare modeled the two 
constables in A Midsummer’s Night’s 
Dream on the occasion when he 
was caught short in Grendon 
Underwood church porch, after a 
merry evening in the Ship Inn. 

Hence, the parishioners have 
been waiting for at least 400 
years for this event. Although 
no-one can remember that far 
back, older villagers do recall that 
the project was discussed more 
than 40 years ago. Last month 
more than 60 villagers  gathered 
in St Leonard’s to celebrate the 
installation of a kitchen and toilet 
beneath the church tower and a 
vehicle turning area within the 
churchyard. 

Visitors inspected historical 

photographs and documents 
relating to previous projects. 
These included a copy of a Bucks 
Herald from 1868 which described 
rather more lavish celebrations, 
when the church re-opened after 
major refurbishments.  

The visitors got the chance 
to climb the church tower on a 
clear sunny afternoon to view the 
surrounding countryside. 

Church members served the 
visitors with tea, homemade cakes 
and wine.  

The highlight of the afternoon 
was the dedication of the new 
facilities by the Revd. David 
Hiscock, Team Rector and the 
Revd. Angela Mann, Team Vicar 
of The Claydon and Swan Group 
of churches.

Declaring the loo and kitchen open is the 
Revd Angela Mann. Photo: Peter Hornigold. 

Paul at an MK event. Photo: St Mark’s
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With growing concerns 
surrounding much of education 
in Britain today, it seems that 
Christian schools maintain 
their popularity with parents, 
providing a strong spiritual and 
moral foundation that can lead 
to impressive academic results.

Advertisement Feature

A prep school for 
boys and girls aged 

3 - 13 years

Ashfold
sChool

An independent day, weekly and flexi boarding school 
within easy reach of Thame, Princes Risborough,  
Oxford, Bicester and Aylesbury

For more information, please contact

Mrs Katrina Hartley 
Registrar

E: registrar@ashfoldschool.co.uk 
T: 01844 238237

www.ashfoldschool.co.uk 

Ashfold School 
Dorton House

Dorton 
Aylesbury

Buckinghamshire 

HP18 9NG

Open MorningOpen Morning
Saturday 11 May 2013  10am – 12 noon

...deepen your faith by studying 
full time, part time or by 

distance learning

...deepen your ministry through  
engaging with biblical studies,  
doctrine and practical theology

...deepen your vision through  
our post-ordination and  

postgraduate courses

go 
deeper

admissions@stjohns-nottm.ac.uk     
0115 968 3203 quote The Door     
www.stjohns-nottm.ac.uk

CHRISTIAN IN CURRICULUM, CHARACTER AND COMMUNITY

OPEN DAY
Friday 3 May from 9:00am-3:00pm 

come and see the school in action
www.tkswitney.org.uk

The King’s School a good place to be!

CONTINUING
EDUCATION

   Interested in Theology?

& Religious Studies
 

A one-year, part-time course 
offered on Tuesday evenings. 

Starts September 2013

Visit the Open Evening
at 1 Wellington Square

Oxford OX1 2JA
 Thurs 23 May 6 - 8 pm.

The course introduces the
intellectual tradition of Christianity, 

looking at key aspects of belief 
and practice, important moments 

in development, and people 
whose ideas have been

formative and inspirational.

See full details at:  www.conted.ox.ac.uk/ther

or email: ppaward@conted.ox.ac.uk

Apply by 
31 July 2013

Ten week online short courses also offered 
on Ethics and the Philosophy of Religion

See www.conted.ox.ac.uk/on5

Education – choose it wisely
Faith based schools 
often have waiting 
lists or entrance 
examinations to 
help them maintain 
their standards 
of excellence, or 
offer open days 
for parents and 
prospective pupils to 
look around at what 
is on offer. Some of 
these are advertised 
here.

It’s a very similar 
story with further 
education and whilst 
most students will 
have already decided 
on a University or 
College to attend 
from the autumn 
semester, some will 
still be looking for a 
course and others 
will start planning for 
next year.

A lot of prayer 
and advice will 
be undertaken in 
deciding what path 
to follow, even when 
inherent 

Continued on page 
5
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Theology  |  Theology & Counselling 

Theology, Music & Worship

Be  f i l led with a  l ight 
that won’t  fade

London School of  Theology 
green lane, northwood, ha6 2Uw 
tel: 01923 456000  email: enquiries@lst.ac.uk 
Registered Charity no. 312778

Win a fully funded place 
on a BA or MA at LST! 
For more details visit: www.lst.ac.uk

www.lst.ac.uk

News
IN BRIEF

Discover, delve, delight
DISCOVER, delve, delight is the theme 
of this year’s Festival of Prayer organised 
by the Diocese of Oxford and the Bible 
Reading Fellowship (BRF).
   The Revd Christopher MacKenna, an 
Anglican Priest and Jungian analyst is 
the keynote speaker at the festival, which 
takes place on 6 July at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon.
   To book go to www. http://www.brf.org.
uk/events/festival-prayer-0 or call 01865 
319700.

Homes for hedgehogs?

THE People’s Trust for Endangered 
Species (PTES) and British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society (BHPS) have called 
on the Church of England to support 
a new survey, launched this month, 
monitoring the decline of the British 
hedgehog.
   Working with Shrinking the Footprint, 
the Church of England’s national 
environmental campaign, the charities 
believe the CofE’s 10,000 churchyards 
could be natural homes for hedgehogs 
who will soon be coming out of 
hibernation. To join in the Hibernation 
Survey visit www.hedgehogstreet.org

A holy descent

‘Watch Les Miserables to learn of God’s grace’

IF you had been in central Oxford and 
looked up on Saturday March 9 you could 
have had a bit of a surprise. You might 
have caught sight of a large banana half 
way down a church tower. 

Around £7,000 was raised for Christian 
Aid when 31 brave individuals aged from 
11 to 73 abseiled down the tower of St 
Mary Magdalen Church. The abseilers 
included Chris Bright, 22, (right) who is 
currently working as a Volunteer Intern 
in Christian Aid’s Oxford office. Since 
the abseil coincided with Fairtrade 
Fortnight, Chris abseiled dressed as a 
banana. On reaching the bottom Chris 
said “I am relieved to be down - but 
I hope I have played a small part in 
raising awareness of Christian Aid and 
the importance of Fairtrade.”

The curate of St Mary, Magdalen, 
Richard Frith, (above in red) also took 
part. Despite being terrified of heights 
he made it safely down to the cheers of 
members of the congregation below. He 
hopes that the church might repeat the 
abseil next year.

Photos: Sarah Clay

WATCHING three times Academy Award-
winner Les Miserables is an ideal way to learn 
of God’s grace, redemption and mercy, says 
the Priest-in-Charge of St Mary the Virgin, 
Ewelme, in Oxfordshire, where one of the 
film’s most important scenes was filmed.

The Revd Jonathan Meyer, who is 
running a Lent course based on the film’s 
powerful themes, said: “It was almost a 
year ago that I was approached and asked 
about filming part of Les Miserables in the 
church at Ewelme. Filming took place 
on 21 March towards the end of Lent. 
Permission had to be granted by the 
Diocese and it was the nature of the film 
and Victor Hugo’s powerful narrative 
that attracted me and made me feel it 
would be highly appropriate in the days 
leading up to Passion Sunday.

“It is perhaps the most significant part 
of the story that was to be represented at 
Ewelme. The south porch was transformed 
into the residence of the Bishop of Digne. 
The convict Jean Valjean emerges from 
that very door, singing the words ‘and 
now let the story begin’. We saw this on a 
crisp March day repeated over and over 
again with numerous cameras, film crews, 
lights, gantries and a churchyard full of 
sound technicians lurking in temporary 
shelters. On screen we saw the contorted 
face of Valjean rushing forward and the 
camera showing us our church digitised 

on to a promontory in Provence. What 
we saw was transformed, just as the story 
itself is about transformation.

“Most important to me was the 
knowledge that this is the nub of the 
film. The Bishop’s act of kindness like 
the grace of God is poured out, in such a 
way that Valjean’s life is transformed and 
transforms others.

“We have been inspired to run our Lent 
meetings on Les Miserables. Reflecting 
on different characters: The Bishop 
of Digne, Jean Valjean, Cosette and 
Fantine, played by award-winner Anne 
Hathaway, and of course Javert. There 
is so much richness, themes of grace 
and redemption and how that can be 
truly gained, themes of social justice and 
the overarching and apparent conflict 
between the justice and mercy of God. 
I await with interest to find out whether 
people feel that Javert is irredeemable or 
bound to be damned. 

“Here is a tale that tells of the great 
challenges of life, that speaks of God, 
infinite and personal, that encourages 
us to ponder on our lives and to wonder 
how to offer ourselves in the way that 
Jean Valjean does. And much of the 
media would have us believe that such 
thoughts are meaningless in the modern 
world.”

Advertising feature

Continued from page 4 

talents seem to make the choice a little 
more obvious. For many older people, 
starting a course could well be a part of a 
change in life’s direction.

Time at University can be a time of self-
discovery and growth, and whatever your 
age or educational needs, the challenge 
of full time study can prove to be very 
rewarding.
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April prayer diary
 
“The gifts God gave were that some would be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the Saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ.” Ephesians 4.11-12

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for:

MONDAY 1:  Easter Monday. 
Deddington Deanery: Jeff West, Linda 
Green,  Lindsay Mills, Juliet West, David 
Workman, Stephen Fletcher, Jon Cardy. For 
the Deanery as they work to fill five clergy 
vacancies, for all the candidates and those 
involved in the selection process.

TUESDAY 2: Adderbury. Stephen Fletcher, 
Paul Godwin and the Ministry Team. The 
developments at Church House in Adderbury 
and that the whole community may be served 
by the Church. The local farming community 
in the parish. For Adderbury Christopher 
Rawlins (VA) School.

WEDNESDAY 3:  Banbury St Francis. 
Chris Gaynor (making the transition from 
being Curate to Priest-in-Charge). For 
guidance in seeking to ‘Make Jesus Known’ 
in both church and community; the opening 
of the new annex, for its wise use and for 
the links with North Oxfordshire Academy, 
Hanwell Fields and the Ironstone Benefice as 
we seek to appoint a part-time Chaplain in 
the schools.

THURSDAY 4: Banbury St Hugh. For 
this parish during the vacancy process and 
especially as they mourn the passing of their 
senior Churchwarden. Pray for Brian Little 
who as Second Churchwarden has taken on 
extra responsibilities. 

FRIDAY 5:  Banbury St Leonard. Sue 
Burchell. Pray for the ministry team and 
PCC; for our young people preparing for 
confirmation; for the community Songs of 
Praise service; and for St Leonard’s (VC) 
School and Dashwood Academy. 

SATURDAY 6:  Banbury St Mary. Linda 
Green, Sue Newby, Jeff West, Beom-Jin Shin 
and Roger Verrall.  For outreach work with 
schools; grace and wholeness for all those 
struggling with ill health in body, mind or spirit 
or who are overwhelmed by life and its twists 
and turns; all those who have a connection 
with St Mary’s that they may experience 
God’s love in deeper ways through their 
continuing engagement and possibly deeper 
commitment with this Christian community. 
Banbury St Mary’s (VC) School. 

MONDAY 8:  The Annunciation. Banbury St 
Paul. Edward Coombs, Luke Foster, Dennis 
Smith and Jeanette Law. For the realisation of 
our purpose statement aim ‘reaching out to 
others with the life of Jesus’. That our recent 
course ‘Six Steps to Talking about Jesus’ will 
lead to real spiritual fruit, both in participants, 
and in new believers; and that the Lord 
would enable us to speak his word with great 
boldness (Acts 4.29).

TUESDAY 9: Bloxham with Milcombe 
and South Newington: Sarah Tillett. Our 
outreach to young families. Our ministry to 
Godswell Park home for the elderly. 

WEDNESDAY 10:  Bodicote: Brian 
Gardner. For the welcome of a new vicar, for 

new encouragement and fresh ideas. Give 
thanks for the teams of people who have 
pulled together to hold the sacred centre of 
the Parish during the vacancy. For Bodicote 
Bishop Loveday (VA) School. 

THURSDAY 11:  Deddington with 
Barford, Clifton and Hempton. Hugh 
White, Daniel Inman (as he leaves to 
become Chaplain of Winchester College). 
For resources to sustain children’s and 
youth work; creativity with regard to 
internet broadcasting and the use other 
new technological capacity in Deddington 
Church. Deddington Aided School. Board of 
Mission Meeting.

FRIDAY 12:  Ironstone John Reader, 
Trina Wilcock and John Straw.  For the 
appointment of a House for Duty Clergy 
to serve in the Benefice and as a Schools 
Chaplain. For the appointments of a Youth 
Minister and Churchwardens and Lay 
Officers of the PCCs.  Shenington and 
Wroxton (VA) Schools.

SATURDAY 13:  Shires’ Edge:  Lynda 
Alcock. For the opportunities and insights 
provided by the vacancy; for the ministry 
of visiting priests:  Barbara Doubtfire, Glyn 
Evans and Christopher Hall; for the help 
and guidance to be found at the end of an 
e-mail or telephone call and for all those 
involved in the process of appointing the new 
incumbent. 

MONDAY 15:  Wykeham: Ronald Hawkes, 
John Tattersall. For the almost-formed Young 
Teens Group,  young people exploring their 
faith; the Community Friends scheme; an 
increase in the number of people involved in 
leading worship; and in thanksgiving for the 
real sense of love and care and welcome 
offered to the whole community by the 
Church. North Newington Bp Carpenter 
Aided School. Leading your Church into 
Growth Conference.

TUESDAY 16: The Newbury Deanery: 
Rita Ball, Denise Brown, John Hughesdon, 
Jane Burrell, Philip Read. For the parishes on 
the south side of Newbury where extensive 
new housing developments are being built 
and planned and for connections with and 
work in the many schools in the Deanery. 
Board of Finance Audit Committee.

WEDNESDAY 17:  Downland Group 
Ministry (East Downland): John Toogood, 
Douglas Dales and Denise Brown. For the 
Mission Action Planning (MAP) and the 
further drawing together of the parishes 
of this benefice in their common life 
and witness.  Beedon (VC) School and 
Stockcross (VA) School. 

THURSDAY 18:  West Downland: John 
Townend & Mary Harwood. The continuing 
process of uniting this new Benefice and 
for each of the parishes as they form their 
Mission Action Plans. Brightwalton (VA) 
School, Chaddleworth (VC) School, Shefford 
(VC)  School & Welford & Wickham (VC) 
School.

FRIDAY 19: Eastbury with East Garston 
& Lambourne. Martin Cawte. For growth 
in the living congregation through the Pram 
Service in Lambourne, for the Kitchen/Loo 
project in Eastbury (particularly funding) 

and the heating project in East Garston. 
Lambourn (VC) School.  Confirmation at 
Magdalen School Oxford – Bishop John. 

SATURDAY 20: The Hermitage Team: 
Rita Ball, Tony Lynn & Wendy Willoughby-
Paul. For the Downland Filling Station, newly 
launched and meeting monthly in Hampstead 
Norreys Village Hall. Cold Ash St Mark’s and 
Compton (VC) Schools, Hampton Norrey’s 
(VC) School & Yattendon (VA) School. 
Amersham Deanery Vocations Drop in Day 
at Christchurch Holmer Green.

MONDAY 22: Greenham: John Clarke,  
John Bramhall and Brian Jones. Youth and 
community project as Gemma Wilkinson 
becomes full-time youth worker from April.
For more children on Sunday mornings, and 
continued encouragement midweek. The 
church wall paintings restoration project and 
the raising of finance.

TUESDAY 23: St George’s Day. 
Hungerford with Denford:  Andrew 
Sawyer. The work of the Sunday School and 
for the Prayers for Healing Group.

WEDNESDAY 24:  Newbury Team 
Ministry: Will Hunter Smart, Paul Cowan, 
Sarah Alexander, John Aldis, Terry Winrow, 
Mohan Uddin, Jane Sutton, Paul Reisbach 
and Elizabeth Pook. St George - The 
preparations for the final phase of the 
“George goes Green building project.” St 
Mary - The completion of its vision process. 
St Nicolas - that the church moves forward in 
its vision to be good news in and to Newbury.  
St John the Evangelist and St Nicolas (VA) 
Schools.  Making Disciples Meeting.

THURSDAY 25:  St Mark’s Day. Shaw 
cum Donnington: Marion Wood. Pray for 
the Messy Church and the home groups. 
Shaw Cum Donnington VC School.

FRIDAY 26:  Mission through Ministry. 
The important on going ministry of 
training and resourcing licensed ministers, 
encouraging and enabling vocation. Please 
pray for the 150 Curates and 30 Licensed 
Lay Ministers in training as they grow and 
develop to the fullness of the ministry that 
God has, is and will call them to.

SATURDAY 27:  Thatcham: Mark Bennet, 
Pat Jones and Brenda Harland. For the parish 
as they prepare to receive a curate; set up a 
Food Bank and seek to recruit a new Head 
for Thatcham Park (VC) School after the 
retirement of a much loved Head.

MONDAY 29:  Mission in the World 
Strategy Development Group Meeting. 
Please pray for Beren Hartless, Philip Tovey, 
Keith Beech-Gruneberg and Angela Tilby in 
their ministry training and developing people 
in various ministries across the diocese and 
for their admin team.

TUESDAY 30: Walbury Beacon: James 
Cook, Cathy Pynn, Matthew Cookson, 
Caroline Robinson and Margaret Yates. 
Enborne (VA) School and Kintbury St Mary’s 
(VC) School.

 The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

SUNDAY 7: Low Sunday. Pray for clergy and ministers on leave after 
Easter. For those who will lead worship in their absence.

SUNDAY 14: Confirmations - Christ Church, Abingdon (Bishop 
Andrew); St James Cowley (Bishop John) and Buckingham Deanery 
(Bishop Alan). 

SUNDAY 21: Vocations Sunday - Pray for Jules Cave Bergquist, 
David Heslop and Caroline Windley (Directors of Ordinands) and the 

Vocations Advisers in the diocese. Pray that there will be growth in the 
recognition of God’s calling to serve His Kingdom in a myriad of ways.  
Confirmations - Headington School and St Andrew’s Headington 
(Bishop John); Eynsham and Cassington (Bishop Colin) and Aylesbury 
Deanery (Bishop Alan).

SUNDAY 28: Confirmations - Abingdon Deanery (Bishop Andrew) 
and Amersham Deanery (Bishop Alan).

SUNDAYS

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

BUY YOUR TRAVEL INSURANCE NOW
to start April, May, June or July 2013

5% OFF any single trip insurance - call for best prices

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. Specialist 
cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP COVER

FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Holidays at 
Home

Holidays 
Abroad

Insurance

Advertising
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Family

Experiencing Easter
Talk to the children about why 
we have Easter eggs. The egg 
helps us to think about new life. 
The egg shape also helps us to 
think about the stone that was 
placed over the entrance to the 
tomb. Buy some hollow plastic 
eggs and put a small chocolate 
egg inside each one to give them 
weight. Put a wicker basket or a 
bowl on the floor. Start close to 
the basket and toss an egg in. 
Keep moving back to see how 
far away you can be and still 
get the egg in the basket When 
you have gone as far back as 
you can, collect your eggs from 
the basket. Enjoy some of them 
together.

Easter egg throw - test your aim
Here are yet more egg-citing ideas from the Bible Reading Fellowship 
to bring Easter alive for children at home, at Sunday School or in your 
church holiday club. 

On Good Friday, you could 
buy hot cross buns together 
and talk about why we 
have a cross on the top. 
Although hot cross buns 

are in the shops for a long time before 
Good Friday, I suggest only having them 
on Good Friday, because  
 

 
this emphasises their significance. As an 
alternative, you could buy plain, round 
biscuits and either draw a cross on the 
top using writing icing, or ice the top 
with a simple icing made by mixing icing 
sugar with a little water until thickened. 
Then make a cross with writing icing or 
by using small sweets or raisins.

Hot cross buns on Good Friday

Bishop John examines a hot cross bun at Appleton CE Primary School Photo: KT Bruce. 

Good Friday is the day on which we 
remember that Jesus died on the 
cross. Children always ask why this 

day is called ‘Good’.  Some people say 
that it was originally ‘God’s Friday’ and 
that the name we know developed from 
that. Another way of looking at it is to 
explain that although this was an awful 
day for Jesus, what he did was good for us.

However, it is important to try to 
enter into the sadness and cruelty of 
this day in a way that is appropriate for 
you and your children, even if only for 

a short time. 
Today, the mood of Good Friday can 

be difficult to appreciate because in 
many ways it seems like anyother day, 
but you will enter into the joy of Easter 
Day so much more if you have been 
able to experience something of the 
sadness of Good Friday.

The priests paid Judas 30 pieces of 
silver to betray Jesus. Look around the 
house. How many silver coloured things 
can you find?

What’s so ‘good’ about Friday?

Egg and spoon obstacle course

It’s hard to give things up, and very 
tempting to ‘give up’ in the wrong 
way after a few days! Read the story 

of Jesus in the wilderness with your 
children to see how he dealt with 40 
days of temptation.

Then try one or more of these 
temptation-themed challenges:

Jesus was tempted by the devil to 
step off the right path but he knew he 
needed to trust God and stay on the 
right path. Set out an obstacle course in 
the house or garden. It could be some 
sturdy furniture, cushions, boxes, hula 
hoops or anything safe that is close at 
hand. 

Each person has to walk through the 
course as quickly as possible without 

the egg falling off the spoon. To make 
it a little harder: Set up an obstacle 
course as before. Each person has to 
walk the course as quickly as possible 
holding a cardboard tube with a small 
chocolate egg inside. Hold it flat to 
stop the egg from falling out.To make 
it even harder, replace the egg with a 
marble!

ONLINE @The ideas above are taken from 
BRF’s Family Fun for Easter. See 
www.faithinhomes.org.uk for more 
activities. 
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Are we Good News for Young People?

For the first time the diocese’s 
Department of Mission joined 
forces with the Education 
Department to celebrate and 
inspire churches and church 

schools in their bid to work with young 
people.

Deputy Director for Education (school 
effectiveness) Fiona Craig said there was 
a real sense of momentum at the events. 
“It was a fantastic opportunity for two 
diocesan teams to work together,” said 
Fiona. “The people who came were 
genuinely open and able to share their 
successes and their concerns and that’s 
got to be a good way forward.”

Ian Macdonald, Youth Adviser for 
the Diocese said: “It was great to see 
so many people gathered together to 
explore how we could better be good 
news for young people.”

The Revd Linda Richardson, of West 
Wycombe with Bledlow Ridge, said: “I 
went because we have a church school 
here and I feel we don’t do as much 
as we could or should. I found it very 
good. 

“I like the style of teaching where 
you get given information by people 
who know a lot more than you do. 
Fiona Craig and Yvonne Morris did 
a joint presentation and there was so 
much information I wasn’t aware of 
and I found it fascinating. I came away 
having learned a lot. There had been a 
UNICEF report and a Children’s Society 
Report on young people’s needs, and we 

were reminded of Maslow’s Hierarchy 
of needs. It helps you to be reminded 
of those things and that was the best bit 
for me. I enjoyed the chance to worship 
together and it was good to hear schools 
adviser Robin Sharples talk from the 
perspective of his schools’ background.”

Wayne Dixon, a Scripture Union 
worker for 25 years is based in Slough 
and jumped at the chance to attend 
Good News for Children and Young 
People. He said: “The meetings were 
helpful and informative. I emailed other 
SU workers to suggest they went along. 
It was great that there was up-front 
plenary stuff and opportunities over 
lunch to chat to people. It was a brilliant 
day and I’ve recommended Diocesan 
events to people in other areas. Part of 
my role is as a networker.”

Wayne said that if a church wants 
to connect with children and young 
people, it should make links with its 
local schools. He said: “Whether they 

are church schools or not that is where 
99 per cent of children and young 
people are. Only four per cent go to 
church.” 

Wayne was one of the brains behind 
the Easter Eggs Plained, Christmas 
Unwrapped and School Transition 
projects that are now used across the 
UK. (See the story at the bottom of the 
facing page.) “We have had brilliant 
feed back from teachers and pupils 
about all of those sessions,” he said. “We 
also put together the Scripture Union 
book It’s Your Move  helping children 
with the transition to secondary school.” 

Up to 1,000 people gathered 
at our Good News for Young 
People events. The Door reports 
on just how the Church is good 
news for the young.

Summer fun at Yellow Braces

HAVE some summer fun at Yellow Braces 
2013 - our annual diocesan youth festival.
   The weekend is headed up by Ian 
Macdonald, Diocesan Youth Adviser, 
alongside a team of youth leaders and junior 
leaders from across Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire. There will be games, 
crafts, challenges and competitions as well 
as water balloon volleyball, human skittles 
and the limbo competitions. 
   The event is for young people in school 
years seven to 11 inclusive and costs £52 
per person. There are also spaces for eight 
junior leaders who are in years 12 and 13 or 
equivalent with practical training, theory and 
the chance to lead and help in the running 
of the weekend. The cost for junior leaders 
is £30.
   For more information email youthofficer@
oxford.anglican.org or call Carolyn Main on 
01865 208257 or Ian on 01865 208253. 

The launch of our Family Friendly Church 
Awards at last year’s Yellow Braces. Photo: 
KT Bruce.

ONLINE

@See :  
http://www.youthblog.co.uk for more 
information or for more on our Education 
department see http://education.
oxford.anglican.org

Some of Ewelme’s historic 
buildings may have featured in 
the box office hit Les Misérables, 

but there is much more to Ewelme 
School than a movie location. And, 
nothing to be miserable about at all.   

At the same time as the film has 
been picking up accolades, so too has 
the school. Last term Ewelme Primary 
School, which is partly housed 
in a Medieval building, received 
inspection visits from both OFSTED 
and the National Society. Under a 
new OFSTED framework, Ewelme 
was judged to be a‘Good’ school and 
the National Society, which conducts 
inspections of Church Schools, judged 
Ewelme to be ‘Outstanding’ in all its 
22 criteria.

In his report, the National Society 
inspector said “A vibrant Christian 
ethos is at the heart of life at the 
school... creating an atmosphere in 
which its children thrive spiritually, 
educationally and socially.”

To cap it all, the school league tables 
released late last year and published 
in the Daily Telegraph, placed Ewelme 
in the top performing primary schools 
nationally and in Oxfordshire.

“We have done very, very well in our 
recent inspections and this reflects 
the efforts of everyone. Our teachers, 
support staff, parents, governors and 
of course our children. We are all very 
proud of Ewelme Primary School,” said 
Margery Slatter, Headteacher.

They’re certainly not ‘misérables’ 
in Ewelme School

New Chapel for students at Altwood School

STUDENTS,  staff, parents, governors and supporters of Altwood CE School joined in 
a service of blessing and dedication for a new chapel. The service was led by the Revd 
Jeremy Harris, priest at All Saints, Maidenhead. 
   The new chapel and garden are dedicated to St Francis of Assisi and the values 
evident in The Prayer of St Francis mirror those the school aspires to.  After the service 
there was another celebration with refreshments and members of the Christian Union 
describing how to make best use of the new space. 
   ‘It’s bigger, brighter, better and at the heart of our School. It’s a really comfortable 
place. It feels right,’ said Judith Mattock, from Year 12.  “It’s a place to express your 
feelings. It’s a place to escape from everything and have a chance to just fill your mind 
with good thoughts,” said Tamsyn Norval, from Year Seven.  

• Plumbing, electrical
• Handyman & more

0845 22 50 495
www.the50plus.co.uk

- The 50plus - 

Visit the web site for offers
• Free estimates  • Friendly advice
• Pensioner discount   • NICEIC registered
• Gas Safe service in most areas
• Serving domestic & business customers of all ages

Showers, bathrooms and 
kitchens supplied and fitted

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an application form 
are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

To Advertise in the 

The Door Please Call: 

01752 225623 

Advertising
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Feature

Are we Good News for Young People?

SCHOOL children will be learning about 
the Easter story with an exciting initiative 
run by High Wycombe Youth for Christ.
Up to 60 children each day will be visiting 
St Michael and All Angels, Hughenden in 
Buckinghamshire, where they will be given 
a drink and biscuits before quizzes, craft 
activities and other fun, interactive workshops 
take place to give them the chance to learn 
about the Christian season. Similar activities 
will take place at St Peter’s, Micklefield. 

Erica Holt, of Wycombe YFC, said the 
workshop is one of three offered to schools 
through the year. Christmas Unwrapped is 
another opportunity to learn about a major 
Christian festival and School Transition is 
the chance to help year six children as they 
prepare for the move to secondary school. 

This year four schools will be attending 
the workshops with three partnering 
Anglican churches.  She said: 

“The benefit and fruit of the workshops is 
vast; not only does it enable children to gain 
a greater understanding of Christianity, but 
it gives them an opportunity to know what 
a church and Christians are like. 

“Alongside this, it enables the church to 
build strong community relationships with 
the schools.” One of the schools is now 
having assemblies led by its local church.  

The School Transition workshop shows 
that the Church is interested in all areas 
of life, not just the spiritual, but does show 
that the Bible can help us in day to day life 
and uses the story of Daniel as an example 
of someone we can learn from.  The ideas 

have been adapted to the High Wycombe 
area from ideas originally put together 
by Wayne Dixon, of Scripture Union in 
Slough. Erica said: “The ethos is the same 
and these sessions are run all over the UK 
but we have adapted them to our context.”

Easter Eggs Plained

A Forest environment for 
learning with a difference has 
earned Westcott CE Primary 
School the High Sheriff’s 
Award Certificate.Once a week 

pupils from a different year group get to 
swap the classroom for the forest area. 
There they get to learn how to identify 
species of plants, insects and animals 
and carry out work including coppicing, 
building dens and clearing away brambles. 

The Forest Schools Initiative was 
introduced at Westcott in June 2012 when 
Brett Thorne, a parent, helped the Parents 
and Friends Association fund training for 
teacher Sarah Bailey. Miss Bailey went on 
a 10 day course with follow-up assignments 
and assessed visits and is now the Forest 
School Co-ordinator. 

“Children love spending time in the 
Forest School, playing games and learning 
new skills,” says Barry Grace, headteacher.  
“Forest Schools is important to the children 
and parents. Without the support of the 
staff, children, families and members of 
the community willing to give their time 
and support at various stages of the project, 
Forest Schools would not be the success it 
is today.”

He said staff and parents spent hours 
clearing an overgrown site to prepare 
it to become a Forest School area and 
Waddesdon Estate helped clear away waste 
and donated seats carved from logs.

Mr Grace added: “We are keen for the 
use of the Forest School to benefit those 
in the local community and beyond and 
welcome visitors by appointment from 
other schools and children’s clubs who are 
interested in sharing the fun of learning in 
a safe and secure environment.”

Children described the things they have 
been doing. “We have made a fire out of 
wood from the forest school,” says James. 
“We played hide and seek,” says Pearl, 
six. “We created traps out of sticks, leaves 
and string. I made two levers for my trap,” 
said Izzy, six. “We have made dens for the 
animals,” said Harry, four. “We can talk 

about being safe and spot dangers,” said 
Corlan, six. 

High Sheriff of Buckinghamshire, 
Carolyn Cumming was so impressed when 
she visited the Forest School site that she 
will be presenting the Award Certificate to 
Mr Grace in a ceremony set to take place 
during the Easter Holidays. 

The Forest School

Jacob, aged six, is pictured in the Forest Garden. Photo: KT Bruce. 

Children from Ash Hill School learn about Easter at St Peter’s Church, Micklefield, Bucks. 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com

Ronald Emett fine furniture

~ in harmony with tradition ~

Why not visit and see our range of:
• New extended gift range 

including Christian Occasions

• Greetings Cards

• Sunday School Material

• Church Supplies

• Christian Books, Bibles and Reading Notes

• New range of Church Music CD’s

• Customer orders taken

Serving the community for 21 years

Email: bookshop@wayinn.com
Web: www.wayinn.com

Open Mon - Sat
9:00 - 5:30

Tel: 01442 870768

If you, or someone you know would like 
more information about Gilead or would like 

to make an application, please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240  Fax: 01837 851520 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community 
offering a residential rehabilitation programme

Advertising
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Join Christian Aid’s Team Poverty in the 
Cathedrals to Coast bike ride from  
31 August – 1 September 2013.

Register now at christianaid.org.uk/ctc

Say ‘on your bike’ 
to poverty!

UK registered charity no. 1105851  Company no. 5171525  
Scot charity no. SC039150

The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of 
Christian Aid; Poverty Over is a trademark of Christian Aid. 
© Christian Aid February 2013  13-062-J1245

13-062-J1245-Cath-to-Coast-Ad-170mmx129mm-AW.indd   1 21/02/2013   14:37

www.familiesfi rstmagazine.com

T: 020 7222 5533 
E: familiesfi rst@themothersunion.org

Subscribe or give a gift!
• Be encouraged, 

supported and 
inspired as we 
tackle real life 
issues

• Six issues for £15* 
- a great gift which 
lasts all year

*Contact the Families First offi  ce for 
subscription prices for Mothers’ Union 
members and recipients outside the UK



the Door APRIL 2013 11

The Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in April 2013.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by 
post to Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 5 April 2013.

EASTER MONDAY 1 APRIL 

WADDESDON:  Sacred Stitches  
- Ecclesiastical textiles in the 
Rothschild Collection - is on until 
27 October 2013. Rare fragments 
of ecclesiastical textiles and 
vestments, dating from  
c. 1400 to the late 1700s have 
been assembled for the first time in 
a special exhibition at Waddesdon 
Manor, near Aylesbury. Free entry 
to National Trust members. The 
exhibition is included in the house 
entry ticket (details at www.
waddesdon.org.uk/plan-a-visit/
tickets-and-times or phone 01296 
653340).  
 
SATURDAY 6 APRIL 
 
TILEHURST:   Spring Fayre at 
St Michael’s Church Hall on The 
Meadway from 2pm - 4pm. Lots 
of stalls, cream teas and a bbq, 
and games and bouncy castle and 
treasure hunt for the children. 
 
WEDNESDAY 10 APRIL 
 
DIDCOT: Vauxhall Barracks Play 
and Activity Day from 11am - 3pm. 
Free entrance and free activities 
for all the family and for all ages. 
For further details phone 01865 
779474 or email martin.gillett@
oxonplay.org.uk 
 
SUNDAY 14 APRIL 
 
DUCKLINGTON: Fritillary Sunday 
at Ducklington Church, near 
Witney. Ploughman’s lunches 
from 11.30am; cream teas and 
cakes from 2pm - 5pm and special 
service at 5.30pm. Phone 01993 
772175 for more information or 
see www.ducklingtonchurch.org.uk 
 
SATURDAY 20 APRIL 
 
HOLMER GREEN: Vocations 
drop-in day at Christ Church 

Centre (HP15 6XQ) from 10am 
- 2pm. Just turn up and have 
an informal chat with Vocations 
Advisers to explore your calling 
or just have a chat and a cup of 
coffee. All are welcome. Phone 
01494 670389 or 01494 772914 
for details. 
 
IVY HOUSE RETREAT CENTRE: 
Quiet Day ‘At the Feet of Jesus’ 
from 9.45am - 4pm. This Quiet 
Day will give the opportunity to 
explore imaginative contemplation 
as a means of attuning ourselves 
to God’s presence and listening 
to him. Ivy House is in Warminster, 
Wiltshire. Phone 01985 214824 
or email stdenys@ivyhouse.org for 
details. 
 
JERICHO, OXFORD: Voice Box 
Choir at St Barnabas Church 
at 7.30pm.  Music to suit the 
most varied tastes, ranging from 
light-hearted standards to close 

hamony pieces to freedom and 
political songs with readings by 
guest poet Olivia Byard.  Concert 
is in aid of Freedom from Torture 
and tickets are £10 (concessions 
£8) available on the door or 
phone 01865 510036 or email 
pebbleshore@btinternet.com.

WEDNESDAY 24 APRIL 
 
TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, 
near Henley. Healing service with 
laying on of hands and anointing 
at Holy Communion at 10.15am. 
Details 01491 571231. 
 
SATURDAY 27 APRIL 
 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES:  Verdi 
Requiem Workshop with Will 
Dawes and Henley Choral Society 
at St Mary’s Parish Church from 
10.30am - 6.30pm.  Phone 01491 
575165 or email hcsaltos@gmail.
com for details. 
 

Courses and special events

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong.
 
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy  
Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).

Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

PASTORAL CARE - Part of our 
Learning for Discipleship and 
Ministry Programme. This course 
is for ordinands and Licensed 
Lay Ministers who are in training, 
and for anyone who would like to 
learn more about this important 
area.  It will look at practical skills 
in pastoral care, issues of good 
practice and what it means to 
care as a Christian. The course 

is a ten session course which is 
run from 7.15pm - 9.30pm on 
Wednesdays in Oxford and in 
Milton Keynes and on Thursdays 
in Buckinghamshire. Courses 
begin on 10 April. Cost: £36 
for ten sessions. Email sheila.
townsend@oxford.anglican.org or 
phone 01865 208277 for details 
and a booking form.  
 

ASPECTS OF BEREAVE-
MENT: A series of six lectures 
on bereavement will be held on 
Tuesday evenings at Wesley 
Memorial Hall, Oxford from 
7.30pm - 9pm. Begin on 9 April. 
Single session is £30, all six 
sessions £135. Phone 01865 
202242 for details and a booking 
form.

Sacred Stitches Exhibition. Pictured above: Embroidered cushion depicting 
St Paul, late 1500s; Waddesdon, The Rothschild Collection (Rothschild 
Family Trust).  Photo: Mike Fear © The National Trust, Waddesdon Manor, 
acc no. 3032.2

To Advertise in the The Door 
Please Call: 

01752 225623 

Christian Resources Exhibitions
EQUIPPING AND EMPOWERING YOUR CHURCH

For continually updated information visit: CREonline.co.uk
Christian Resources Exhibitions is part of Bible Society (Charity Reg. No 232759) Tel 01793 418218 

• The best in Christian resources
• The latest multimedia equipment
• An extensive book and resource store
• A comprehensive programme of seminars
• A variety of specialist workshops
• Entertaining Christian theatre and music

Europe’s leading
Christian Resources

Exhibitions

CRE International - SANDOWN 2013
Sandown Park, Esher 14 - 17 May

Save Money

by 

pre-registering 

online

Advertising
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Even if you only have space for 
a few pots on your windowsill, 
growing your own food is 
possible and can be a deeply 
rewarding experience. As 

food prices rise, it can also help save 
money. When we grow food, it also helps 
us realise our dependency on others, 
and on the earth – and can be a deeply 
spiritual experience that can help us 
sense the divine through creation.  

The Food Matters Spring Guide 
provides lots of ideas of how to mark 
the season. Whether you live in the 
city or in the country, you can take 
part. Download the full guide or 
order a printed copy by visiting www.
foodmatters.org.uk/spring or call 
01865 208250.

A global view on growing
In our partner diocese of Kimberley 

and Kuruman, churches are helping 
families and communities to grow food 
as a way of supplementing their diets. In 
Roodepan, members of the Green Team 
at St Francis Church provide advice and 
support for people who want to grow 
fruit and vegetables in their gardens. 
Green Team members also work 
together to grow food for a programme 

that offers lunch twice a week to 
orphans and vulnerable children. 

Food poverty grows
As food prices skyrocket here, and 

increasing numbers of people in the UK 
find it hard to afford enough food, are 
there things that we as churches here 
might do to grow and share the bounty? 
What seeds might we sow literally? 
What seeds might we sow figuratively? 
Creating or supporting 
a food bank? Asking 
questions about why 
food poverty is rising? 
Working together to 
explore how we could 
have a more equal 
society, in which all 
people have access 
to adequate food of 
good quality?  Could 
we tie these activities 
to the “Enough Food 
for Everyone IF” 
campaign, which seeks 
to ensure a more 
equal world, in which 
everyone has enough 
food? 

Feature

Sowing some seeds and nurturing a plant are simple things in life 
that can have a surprisingly big benefit for the individual and 
beyond. Experiments have found that when people were asked 
to actively care for a growing plant they were noticeably happier 
and healthier – and they lived longer too!

   You will need: some seeds – lettuce, tomatoes, peas, anything that takes 
your fancy – a pot/tray and some compost. 
   Prepare the pot/tray by mindfully sprinkling the soil in - feel the 
texture of the soil. Hold the seed(s) in your hand – feel them, examine 
them closely for a moment. Plant the seed (use the instructions on the 
seed packet for guidance). Hold the soil in your hand. What does the 
soil smell like? Does it have a deep, earthy aroma or the slightly acidic 
smell of sandy soil? Sprinkle the soil over the seed(s), and watch how it 
falls through your fingers. When you water the seeds pay close attention 
to the way the light glints off the droplets. Examine the moist soil for a 
moment and finish with the blessing below.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
in your goodness you have given us this seed to sow.
In it we perceive the promise of life,
the wonders of your creative love.

By your blessing,
let this seed be for us a sign of your creative power,
that in sowing and watering,
tending and watching,
we may see the miracle of growth,
and in due course reap a rich harvest.

As this seed must die to give life,
reveal to us the saving power of your Son,
who died that we might live,
and plant in us the good seed of your word.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessing of seed taken from Common Worship: Times and Seasons

Spring has well and truly sprung. It’s a time when we welcome the 
warmth and light of a strengthening sun - and a season when we witness 
the power of resurrection and celebrate new life. It’s a time of sowing 
seeds in kitchen pots, in a garden or in the fields. And sowing the seeds 
is the theme for the Spring Guide for Food Matters. Matt Freer tells us 
more. 

Sowing the seeds
You don’t need lots of space to grow – 
you can grow vegetables, fruit and herbs 
in tiny spaces as Christine Walkden 
explains in her new book No-Nonsense 
Container Gardening. For your chance to 
win a copy answer the following question:  

What is the name of the ancient 
Roman festival from which the 
Christian festival of Rogation may have 
come?

Send answers to: No Nonsense 
Competition, the Door, Diocesan Church 
House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing 
date for entries is Friday 12 April. 

Win a gardening book

Prayer exercise

Photo: Matt Freer
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Naomi Starkey’s latest book is 
very cleverly crafted, weaving 
imaginative contemporary story 

with difficult passages of scripture in this 
rich exploration of the depth of love. 

The reader is invited on a Ralph McTell-
like journey which takes us initially into 
the city culture of the world to compare 
and contrast the Biblical metaphors 
of Babylon and Jerusalem. At the end 
of each short chapter we encounter a 
shadowy counter cultural person who 
challenges all our perceptions and are 
invited to reflect.  

In the second section, through a slightly 
different story, the reader is invited to 
reflect, from within the safety of a safe 
house,   on the infidelity of Jerusalem, 
the metaphor for God’s people,  and 
the loving faithfulness of God. In section 
three the reader is led upstairs to an attic 
room and the presence of a particular 
lady (Mary) where remembering of the 
good, the bad and the ugly is encouraged. 
It’s a bit like a counselling room.  

Then finally in the closing section after 
much challenging reflection the reader 
is encouraged to re-encounter Jesus and 
the fullness of the resurrection.  Initially I 
thought I would read this little book (150)

pages) in a couple of days.  However little 
though it maybe it is packed with a depth 
of reflection that will take many months 
to unpack fully. 

I appreciate the depth of insight which 
has been applied to the scriptures and the 
courage to use uncomfortable passages 
of scripture. Above all I appreciate most 
in this book is a genuine search for love. 
   The Revd Graham Sykes is Chairman of 
the Door’s Editorial Support Group. 

Win a book 
The  Door has three copies of the 

Recovery of Love to give away.  For the 
chance to win send your name and 
address to Recovery competition, the 
Door, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0NB. 

The closing date for entries is Friday, 
April 12. 

 Arts

The Recovery of Love
Naomi Starkey

BRF: £6.99
ISBN: 978-1-84101-892-8

By Graham Sykes

Travelling into reflections

“...the reader is encouraged 
to re-encounter Jesus...”

“...packed with a depth 
of reflection that will take 
many months to unpack.”

Ska Mass at Dorchester Festival

A mass setting 
with a difference 
should get the 

congregation’s legs 
kicking when a Ska 
band provides the 
worship at Dorchester 
Abbey next month.

Sounds of Salvation 
are Christianity’s 
answer to bands like 
Madness, The Specials 
and Bad Manners 
and will be providing 
tunes at the Dorchester 
Festival Mass on 5 May  
at 6.30pm. The event 
is part of a fortnight 
festival of fun, funky bands, culinary 
delights, poetry and much more. After 
the mass there will be a band night, 
aimed at younger people. 

SOS are a six-piece band described 
as high octane, madcap fun. With an 
EP, Nuking the Fridge out last year 
and the next album, Rise of the Ska 
Machine, produced by Dez Minto of 
yFriday expected in the spring, SoS 
have a busy year ahead. Brokenfor, a 
Christian indie pop band from Norwich 
will also be entertaining the crowd with 
their tunes full of synths, guitar riffs and 
heavy beats. They aim to have fun while 
sending a positive message out about 
Jesus.  The Revd Canon Sue Booys, the 
Rector, said: “The idea was originally 

suggested at a meeting I had with some 
of the church families and the Festival 
organisers have made it happen. One of 
them has a house with a field so we can 
offer camping as well.”

The festival is raising funds for 
Special Effect who adapt all things 
technological for kids and adults with 
disabilities so that they can access 
normal stuff. Before the band night, 
from 2pm that day, there will be the 
chance to play computer games using 
the adapted equipment.  

ONLINE

See www.dorchesterfestival.com 
for more. 

Sounds of Salvation. Photo: Impulse Photography. 

Investigating

faith

St Stephen’s House is a Permanent Private
Hall of the University of Oxford.

Understanding Islam
10–13 June 2013
A course led by the Revd Dr David
Marshall that aims to give Christians
an introduction to Islam as Muslims
understand it, and to address
questions of Christian response.
The course includes both Christian
and Muslim speakers.

£310: residential
£220: non-residential
(3 nights/days all inclusive)

St Stephen’s House, Oxford
+44 (0)1865 613500
enquiries@ssho.ox.ac.uk

www.ssho.ox.ac.uk

SUMMER SCHOOL
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208227
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Call the midwife?

Comings and Goings:
Revd Gaenor Hockey will be leaving her 
post as Priest-in-Charge of Seer Green 
and Jordans; Rt Revd John Went will 
be House for Duty Associate Minister at 
Latimer and Flaunden; Revd Jenny Ellis 
is Curate in training at West Wycombe; 
Revd Dr Daniel Inman will be leaving his 
post as Curate in training at Deddington 
with Barford, Clifton and Hempton; Revd 
Robert Wright will be leaving his post as 
Team Vicar in the Cottesloe Team; Rt Revd 
David Jennings has taken up post as 
Honorary Assistant Bishop; Revd Alastair 
Wood has left his post as Curate in training 

at Headington Quarry; Sister Debbie 
Orriss will be leaving her post as Town 
Centre Evangelist in Wycombe Team; Revd 
Dr Mark Clavier will be leaving his post as 
Priest in Charge at Steeple Aston with North 
Aston and Tackley; Revd Robert Legge 
will be leaving his post as Assistant Curate 
in training at Walton Holy Trinity, Aylesbury. 
The following have been given permission to 
officiate: The Ven Keith Smalldon; Revd 
Graham Sykes; Revd Ronald Curtis; 
Revd Carolin Clapperton; Revd Robin 
Carter. We recall with sadness the deaths 
of Revd Canon Francis Woolley; The 
Venerable Dr John Dalby.

I don’t know if you ever watch Call the 
Midwife, the BBC series just coming 
to the end of its second series. You 

might imagine that it’s Sunday night 
viewing of the cosiest sort – Heartbeat 
with babies. But you’d be wrong; it’s 
gritty stuff, sometimes quite gruelling. 

It’s about an impoverished East End 
community in the 1950s, struggling to 
bring up their families in the context 
of poverty, substandard housing, poor 
education and limited medical facilities. 
And it’s about the midwives and nuns 
of Nonnatus House who care for those 
families.

A colleague tells me he can’t bear to 
watch because it is too close to the bone. 
Indeed, some of the storylines can be 
quite harsh. There was the mother of 
eight who was so desperate when she 
conceived again that she tried a home 
abortion, and then sold her wedding ring 
to pay for the back street operation that 
very nearly killed her. There was the sea 
captain’s daughter who’d been brought 
on board to keep the men happy and 
had no idea she was pregnant until she 
went into labour. And the mother who 
rejected her seriously disabled child. 

What fascinates me is its popularity. 
Here we have a programme that is largely 
about religious faith lived out in the 
service of an impoverished community 
– and it has really struck such a chord 
in contemporary Britain. The first series 
had an average rating of 8.7 million 
viewers, making it the biggest new BBC 
drama for more than a decade. 

Ten million people tuned in to the 
Christmas special. Viewers voted Miranda 
Hart (who plays the character Chummy 
who went off to Sierra Leone to be a 
missionary) best actress at the National 
Television Awards in January. And 
fascinatingly, for all the lack of glamour, 
it led to a rise of 17 per cent in UCAS 
applications for midwifery courses last 
year.

My own mother was a cycling midwife 
in London at just this period. She tutted 
her way through the first series, assuring 
me that the original memoirs by Jennifer 
Worth were much better. But even she 
has come round.

Personally, I love it. Life, birth, death 
and faith: perfect Sunday-night viewing. 
And surely a story for Easter, too: the 
joyful promise of new life and hope, 
however unpromising the circumstances. 

Sarah Meyrick is Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

See page 20 for God in the Life of 
Eve Vause, a real missionary midwife. 

Open letter to the new Archbishop
Dear Justin,
Firstly, take good care of yourself and your family. Everyone 
will expect you to be superman, but it is God’s job to build her 
Church, and she has called you to a specific role because of 
your particular gifts. Trust that calling - have the courage to 
be yourself. The more your role and your true self are aligned 
the greater the chance that the Church will rediscover its own 
integrity.
  So what about the mess? The clock is ticking. We 
only have a little time left to reclaim our heritage as the 
Church for the whole nation. There is such a massive 
disconnect between our obsessions and the big needs and 
concerns of people in this country. Surely your first and 
most important task is to recast the church for everyone, 
not just for the various special interest groups within the 
institution. Be a real prophet. Talk about the stuff that matters: 
 
- How can faith be good news in a recession?  
-   What are the deep values about the way we use money? 
-    How might we give a decent education to all our children? 
- How are we going to feed the world?  
-    Can we take good care of our elderly?
 
   People long to engage with that big stuff  - but don’t think 
the Church has anything to offer them.
   Well  - you can guess what I’m going to say next.
How can our society take us seriously when all they experience 
about us is so negative? The reaction when the women 
bishops’ vote failed in November showed starkly that it isn’t 
acceptable to discriminate against women. 
   Nor is it possible to have any credibility if the CofE continues 
to speak about gay people as if they were a problem.  The 
post-bag I’ve had from anti-gay Christians has been vomit-
inducing and utterly shameful. How can we prevent the Church 
from becoming the last bastion for homophobia in our society?
   These matters of justice and equality are surely make or 
break. Each of us stands fully equal before God and if we 
preach otherwise we have no Gospel to proclaim. But if we get 
it right then we can become a Church that is as much at home 
in the real world as Jesus was.  We need to be passionate 
about hope and transformation.
   It’s going to take a major shift in thinking and behaving. Let’s 
be less defensive, less afraid of risk. Let’s be poetic and dream 
some dreams for the nation. Let’s have a bit of faith and commit 
to growth  and change. Not tomorrow. Today.
The Revd Canon Rosie Harper, Vicar of Great Missenden 
and Chaplain to the Bishop of Buckingham. This letter was 
first broadcast on BBC Radio 4’s Sunday Programme. 

Who are in the House of Laity? 

I have waited for a while in the aftermath of the 2012 Synod 
vote regarding female Bishops.
   My perception is that it matters not what one’s views 
or opinions are, but that the Church has a great ‘deficit 
in democracy’ to overcome. Put briefly regarding Synod, 
we in the pews basically know who our Bishops are, we 
know who our Clergy are, but we have no idea who our lay 
representatives are.
   Do they represent their diocese, their deanery, their 
parish or themselves? To whom are they accountable? 
When there is an ‘election’, who votes and where is any 
electoral literature available? The Church of England has 
much work to do in this regard re the House of Laity. 
 
Martyn Green,Little Kingshill, Bucks.
 
A full list of the House of Laity for each Diocese in 
the Church of England is available here: http://tinyurl.
com/boq7prf - Editor. 

Photo quality 

I feel I must write to you about the appalling reproduction 
of Colin Fletcher’s picture by Craigie Aitchison in February’s 
edition of the Door. 
   As a close relative of Craigie’s I know his work well and 
this gives quite the wrong impression. While I appreciate that 
the costs of printing this paper must be kept to a minimum 
surely something a little better could have graced your pages. 
There appears to be plenty of colour in the photo below it.  
Alison Myree, Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxfordshire.

The Door production team were also disappointed with the 
reproduction quality of the Craigie Aitchison painting and 
have fed this back to our printers. While we make every 
effort to ensure high photo quality, this does sometimes 
go wrong because of factors beyond our control - Editor. 
 

Letters, please

Good to see that Rev. Julian Harford has brought to your 
attention the small number of letters.
A prod for us all.
   Your reminder that Julian left the Amersham deanery in 1995 
brings me to mention that things move on so fast with the aid 
of the internet. He would be interested to learn that the newly 
retired Bishop John Went will be coming to Latimer in April 
and the very popular Revd Ruth Boughton, Associate Minister 
in the Chenies Benefice is now responsible for the Services at 
Flaunden.   John Letham, Little Chalfont, Bucks.  

It’s great to be getting more letters - please keep sending 
them in to the address above - Editor. 

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either 
by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX2 0NB. We reserve the right to edit all submissions. 

The winners of the competition featured in the March issue 
are: Daphne Washbrook from Thatcham; Bill Withers from 
Marlborough; Mary Hudson from Appleton and Ladanyi Emese 
from Oxford.  They have all won a copy of Would like to meet.

Competition winners

Justin Welby - Archbishop of Canterbury and John Rees - Provincial 
Registrar at the confirmation of Justin Welby as Archbishop of 
Canterbury. The Revd Canon John Rees, Registrar for the Oxford 
Diocese is also Provincial Registrar to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Photo: Graham Lacdao / The Chapter of St Paul’s  Cathedral
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The sprightly 80-year-old who 
still volunteers at Oxford’s 
Windmill Fairtrade shop 
and a hospital café as well 
as serving as a Licensed Lay 

Minister at All Saints, Headington, had 
always wanted to be a nurse and always 
wanted to be a missionary.

She says she saw midwifery as part of 
nursing, dealing with the ‘whole person’ 
and clearly loved her 25 years serving 
in Sierra Leone, Uganda, Nigeria and 
the Congo. She remembers supervising 
health centres in Uganda where, during 
the troubles, midwives would hide 
cars in the trees so they could rush an 
expectant mum to hospital if she went 
into labour. “One Christmas day we had 
two women come in the same taxi with 
ruptured uteruses and we didn’t know 
who to treat first,” says Eve, who served 
in the country when Obote and Amin 
were in power. 

A churchgoer as a child, Eve says she 
went along with her parents because 
it was a “respectable thing to do on 
Sundays” and while she believed, she 
sees her conversion as gradual rather 
than a Road to Emmaus experience. 
“I went to Sunday School and people 
often said I should give my life to Jesus 
but it wasn’t until I started training with 
the Church Mission Society (CMS) that 
I learnt what being a Christian was. I 
thought I would do my nurse training 
and then contact CMS but that was the 
wrong way around and I should have 
contacted them earlier.”

At 17 Eve began training in 
orthopaedics in Alton, before starting 
training in nursing and midwifery at St 
Thomas’s, Southampton, when she was 
19. “I had always had this childish idea 
of being a missionary, from reading 
books and hearing stories.” 

Nurses work long hours and her first 
real experience of Christian work was 
when CMS sent her to Leigh Abbey, first 
as a guest, then working in the retreat 

centre and getting to know people. “I 
remember meeting someone who said 
‘we are pleased to meet you, we’ve been 
praying for you for a year.’ The idea of 
someone praying for a person they had 
never met just threw me.”

At first she thought she would be sent 
to Japan, but they had enough nurses so 
she first went to Sierra Leone and later 
Nigeria where she supervised maternity 
and child health centres up to 100 miles 
away from Kampala. “That’s where I did 
proper midwifery and I’m still in touch 
with some of the mothers,” she said.  

Her language skills were put to the test 
in the Congo, when she could not work 
out why mothers were not taking her 
advice to give their children beans and 
ground nuts to deal with malnutrition. 
“To give and to kill are the same word. 
I had been telling mothers to kill their 
children with beans and ground nuts,” 
she said. 

She also found she loved the work of 
the Mission Aviation Fellowships. “When 
I got to the Congo we had an air strip 

and I loved the little planes. The pilots 
were wonderful, doing really invaluable 
pastoral care work. They were the 
American branch and I’m still in touch 
with a couple of them.” 

And how does Africa compare to 
the UK? “Africa is much more real, 
there are no commercial organisations. 
Birth and death are very real and their 
Christian faith is very strong. I’d come 
back and be faced with having 50 types 
of toothpaste to chose from, whereas in 
Africa you’d go to the little shop and ask 
for the one version they have.”

Women  who had up to 12 
pregnancies, with potentially 10 or 11 
babies dying, would find themselves 
asking for family planning, even if their 
husbands disapproved. “I’d give them 
injections because they loved injections. 
The husbands would be unlikely to 
notice if they had an injection, and if 
they did they would not know what it 
was for.

“People would go to the chemist who 
would inject toothpaste and people 
thought injections cured everything.

“As soon as women realised we were 
keeping their children alive they wanted 
family planning.” Eve was against bottle 
feeding, particularly because of the 
infected water that would be used to mix 
up the powders. “For three quarters of 
the children who died, it was something 
to do with dirty water.”

On retiring, Eve spent seven years 
working at the Christian Healing Centre 
at Crowhurst where she liked the holistic 
‘body, mind and spirit’ approach “I did 
everything from washing the floors to 
ministering in the chapel,” she says. 

So what did Eve think of Call the 
Midwife? “I was thrilled with it. I love 
Miranda Hart and I’ve noticed all of the 
elderly male clerics love it. They have 
dramatised it a bit and one thing that 
worried me was them looking after TB 
patients as well as newborns.”

God in the life of... 
Saving the lives of mothers 
and their babies was all in 
a day’s work for missionary 
midwife Eve Vause. She 
tells Jo Duckles her real 
life version of the life of a 
missionary midwife similar 
to the Call the Midwife 
character Chummy, played by 
Miranda Hart.

@ONLINE
Find out more about Eve’s work with 
CMS and listen to a CMS interview 
with her here http://tinyurl.com/
bbta23p

At work in the Fairtrade shop is Eve. photo by Jo Duckles. 

Eve in Sierra Leone. Photo © Church Mission 
Society Archives.

Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell,
Henley-on-Thames, Thatcham

www.abwalker.co.uk

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only
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WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0413

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

Advertising Feature
In times of need

The loss of a loved one can be an emotional as well as 
stressful time. There are many professionals who can 
ease the burden of preparation for a funeral with their 
expertise and personal service. There can be a lot to 
arrange in a very short time whether or not its a church 
service or one at the crematorium. Funeral Directors 
have the experience, very often through several 
generations of the same family, to provide a fi tting 
tribute to your lost one. 

WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT
 OR CALL 01782 251000

Thousands of CDs and DVDs at only £9.97
And thousands of CDs and DVDs now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
in comfort and confidence 
at Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books and DVDs for life...


